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With more than 800,000 economically disadvantaged students in Ohio 
and 450,000 Ohio students attending schools in rural communities, it is 
imperative that Ohio’s rural students have access to a high-quality 
education that will prepare them for success in college and careers, and 
lift them out of the cycle of poverty. 
 
But rural school districts face unique challenges. Many students in rural 
school districts come from economically disadvantaged homes. And the 
Appalachian region as a whole struggles with an under-educated 
population and a lack of high-paying jobs to keep educated citizens in 
the area. 
 
 

It is with these challenges in mind that in 2010, the Ohio Appalachian Collaborative (OAC) was 
established as a partnership between 21 rural districts and not-for-profit partner Battelle for Kids. 
 
Through initial support from Ohio’s Race to the Top grant and other philanthropic foundations, the first four 
years of the OAC focused on building a strong collaborative, establishing networks for professional 
development and learning, joining forces to amplify the voice of Appalachian districts, and working together to 
generate resources. Working together, the mission of the OAC became clear: to not only provide enhanced 
educational opportunities to its more than 34,000 students, but to also strengthen the ties between education 
and economic development, and bring students hope and aspiration for a brighter future.  
 
In December 2013, the Ohio Department of Education awarded 
a Straight A grant to the OAC to continue its work around 
transforming rural education.  
 
Through the Straight A grant, the OAC has expanded to serve: 

 27 districts 

 98 school buildings 

 44,000 students, with 52 percent living in poverty 

 3,200 teachers 
 
The OAC is proud of our work to support all students and help those students currently living in 
poverty to achieve a successful livelihood. 
 
College and Career Readiness: Joining Schools, Businesses, and Communities  
The OAC believes that preparing students for college and careers isn’t just a function of the schools. Instead, it 
is a community endeavor. 
 
OAC districts have worked to create comprehensive College and Career Readiness Strategic Plans. This 
means that college planning doesn’t happen in high school—students are encouraged to start thinking about 
careers and planning for postsecondary training as early as kindergarten. 
 
Community organizations and businesses are an integral part of these Strategic Plans, and are partnering with 
OAC districts to provide mentors for students, workplace learning opportunities, and scholarships. 

“The Straight A grant not only changes the 
prospects of a more successful life for our 

students, it changes the destiny of 
Appalachian Ohio” 

- OAC Superintendent 



The Ohio Appalachian Collaborative: Hope, Aspiration, and Opportunities for the Children of Appalachia 
©2014. Battelle for Kids. 

Career Pathways: Building Student Aspirations  
To meet the diverse needs of the student population in 
Appalachia, the OAC is building pathways to careers and college. 
To increase opportunities for success, students will work in a 
flexible pathway of classes to earn college credits or industry 
certificates while still in high school.  
 
By making these opportunities available as early as sixth grade, 
we are helping students see the connection between education 
and real world jobs. Building aspirations around college and 
careers is a critical part of ending the cycle of poverty. 

Dual Enrollment: Getting a Jump-Start on Postsecondary 
Education 
The focus on early college and dual enrollment for the OAC began 
with the Rural Early College High School (ROCHS), and this has 
served as a model for expanding dual enrollment opportunities 
throughout the 27 districts. 
 
OAC districts are working to ensure all students graduate from 
high school, and to see a high school diploma as being a starting 
point for career training instead of the end of their educational 
career. Whether or not a student goes to a 2- or 4-year college, 
trade school, or the military, earning dual enrollment credits while 
still in high school can help set students up for success. For low-
income students, the opportunity to earn college credit while in 
high school is even more critical, as it can provide significant 
money savings to their families.  
 
Learn More 
The 27 OAC districts and Battelle for Kids are proud to be 
supporting rural education and opportunities for children in 
poverty. The OAC has received many recognitions for its 
innovative work in rural education, including accolades from U.S. 
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, and the 2013 Social 
Innovation Award from Ohio University and TechGrowth Ohio. 
 
To learn more about the OAC, visit 
http://portal.battelleforkids.org/OAC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Data Source: 
U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common 
Core of Data (CCD), "Local Education Agency (School District) Universe 
Survey", 2011-12 v.1a. 

“The difference is grit. We are helping kids with their 
mindsets. We are centering on careers and college. There 
is a shift from research papers to project-based learning. 

We have opened the conversation and are helping kids talk 
about their learning.” 

- OAC Teacher 

“Austin” lives in a double-wide trailer. 
His mom is a stay-at-home mom, 
and his dad works for the local 
heating and cooling company. Both 
parents are proud, hardworking 
individuals, but struggle to make 
ends meet. 
  
Austin has always been a smart kid. 
Since kindergarten, he has done 
well in school and scored high on 
state assessments. He also excels 
in sports, especially track. 
  
Austin’s parents want him to 
succeed, but they don’t understand 
how to navigate FAFSA, ACT/SAT 
tests, or the college application 
process. And they are too proud to 
admit they don’t know, and don’t 
want to ask for help. 
  
Fortunately, through the OAC, 
Austin is supported every step of the 
way. He was exposed to career 
pathways at an early grade, and 
understood what he needed to do to 
graduate college and career ready. 
  
He was able to take dual enrollment 
courses while still in high school, 
and graduated from high school with 
33 semester hours of college work—
earned free of charge. These 
semester hours can transfer to the 
university of his choice after 
graduating from high school. 
  
The work of the OAC didn’t just save 
Austin and his family money—it 
saved them the burden of college 
debt, and provided Austin the 
opportunity to get a jump-start on his 
college education and earn a degree 
that will help him break the cycle of 
poverty. 
 

Meet Austin: 
An OAC Student’s 
Experience 
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